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Why SNOMED?

● Modern coding system, yet enough market 
traction

● Implements most of Cimino's desiderata
○ http://goo.gl/ocml8

● Extendable through use of post-coordination
● Large knowledge graph

○ Can be used for searching unstructured data

http://goo.gl/ocml8
http://goo.gl/ocml8


SNOMED building blocks

http://goo.gl/RfoOQ



SNOMED building blocks

http://goo.gl/RfoOQ



Compositional grammar
http://goo.gl/WxZl2



Post-coordination



What & Where

● First: problem list
● Make SNOMED the lingua franca for coding 

both diagnoses and procedures
● Granularity of coding

○ Determining a minimum level of coding for each 
specialty

○ This level is shown in the patient summary; click 
through to get more detail (coded or in full text)

● Optional: where codes are needed 



Hurdles

● SNOMED is complex 
● IT tools for coding absolutely necessary
● SNOMED browsers not readily commercially 

available
○ Some no longer supported
○ Others not embeddable in a clinical workstation

● UZ Leuven builds simple Nexuz SNOMED 
Browser
○ Prototype
○ Text based search (nothing fancy)
○ Embeddable version in the works





SNOMED is exhaustive :-)


